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he Hlinois River, formed by the junction of the 8ankakee and
Dea Phies Rivers and ciiptying into e Missi

sippd ab Glea flen,
ARSIV -

mitdes af fne farm Dnnd in Hnols, Tndinng, aod Wisconsin, i
ontlet of the Chieago Drainage Canal, with a thischarge of wovopat

FIL e abont 273 miles In dengthe Bosides deainiier

Urarsnd cubie feel per sceond. Tt consequently enrries an enorn

sionnd of sewage from Chieago and the eities and putnn fnerringr
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Pl alotg s commse,

i
Frovr it< arigin (o Utiea, s distanee of 43 miles, 1 has noeoan doge
hed covered with Tnrge blocks of sundstone and bowhiders, The waler
iclenrs bt has o very deeided odor, and ig more divecetby aifeeind by
e itz canad than are the lower stretehes,  Tlie organle issifer

ol the wew B

go abstraets the dissolved oxygen of (e waler and vendors

H

i for aquntic e It s praelieally destituie of miaswcis and

Honunhi
forie an dmpassable barvier Tor fsh, ot least ciring the swomer
Doy

Padow sGonvd ook, at Ubten, the viver Hows over o bottont cong-

proesh ety af nood or af nnd sl which, exeept fnoa fow

o Tities, e charaeteristie from that poiet to e nonil,

Poorin the rivey hrosdens 1nte o bilke-dike expise, with o leneih

of ahout 20 nites and w ovavving widih of a4 fow Dhundred vards Lo

et feangbode, witose vcennplete roport will be published by the Burenu titer,
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TORT TR AT voery =shine and he depth aod holton

coobe e sy bne o el hedscad um enorions g

ettt dhis al present probabiy one of the heal ninssel-

sucing disteiets iy the Untted Statess 10 Bs espeeinlly suitoed (o

e hlnespoint ar washilhowrd (Quad pulay gronp of mussels, althoueh

vevad other genern adso oveur o salt quantitiess Phe prineipal

snmrein] species fond Tiere are blue-points, three-ridges, wash-

satredes prnpledaicks plotors, wnd mnekets

There are al present about 50 canps in operation in this distriet,

ik GO0 fons of gond bhatton shells have been shipped so far this vear
Chaby ey The priee ;mhi =R to 13 per fon.

TILE dstd W,

POTE v woodd nethunl of faling Peorin Iake <hells oud Teen

aveler tones nkes coad the ordiney noseel bar with

s foot hooles provies estisfactorve The dip vet bas been Tately

reedy el B o veed adneesdt cxehimivelys e i s siphe and

gl e be U v on soft mind bottoms free

dpsedE eonsst of o heaved hiltis=h Dron hoop,
ariewhat Do e fecme with twe of ba sldes corved and s
soned tooa todle 16 1o T feer Jongs Phe thivd =ide s steaighi, abond
S oinehes Tongr, wid preovided with eoarse feeih along s edges A ned

szl meshy made of ansd b elain oy nos 96 teat-Tine, and holdine

ahiont o bushel, i< fidoned 1o the hoop and trails behind fe. A short

rope or bridde, attachod to the Gva eneved sides of the hoop, feads 1o
aostnghe rope seeneed (o the how of the boalo The hoat, driven by a

sasaline engine of 1o 20 horsepower, draws e dip net throteh the
B bant ¥

water along the hoitani the apesator geering and at the same thoe
benving down on the hevadie of the nets The teeth on ilie lower edpe
of The hoop b up the mnseels whieh roll into the ned. Dy (his
saciisod two e o aomnn and o boy can eastly dig 1500 1o 1800

potnds of shetls e hadf o day
TIE LOWER RIVEL

Prevwect Peorln and the Government Locks af Kumpsville, a dise
Binen of 10 mides, the el sipply 18 very poor as-conipared with
dheeutpul bwo or dhee venes ago oad the comps ave mnely fower

Uit mrny tons of shelle wve U being faken, 1he river shows marks
afl rii-]:|vii€s!i‘ RYRES FRCTHETR SRS :El!'t‘ emisl\' [ive ar six [REARRERLN el the
antent s very smalhc Ahont 50 tons were on shore, some ol which
were Gaken o B0 Bath Toveriy was a great msed conter, and
gy enrclonds o fine =hetbowore shipped, There ave now abonl 50
o =hore awaiting =hipnest, and only 6 camps in operation.

Shadanga Bayy, just above Bsth, s being worked wiih Taie outpad,
meetiy Bl poin{as The heds ol Beardstown have heen exfensively
worked,  IFive huudred pounds of shells per duy of 10 hours Tabor

| S

wihoa sseabiae Ta
o fo 28 bonds s
shollbs of the doeab
Toeal bads, '{)l‘naii:.';
ahont GO0 fons of
El:lll(fh‘ of Em‘;l; Eri%\
ait the nreen? Led-
this yenrs Fheee s

but the comdition.

{fories e gavions

rysy i
Pl Catid
G0

D

H i

PR RS S T VAR K

Proviess aore v

shobia i

Th

Dol viver, ad

arnera ! chnmeny

develorsnent of o
fhies than ol
upper s of e
shee iy fovesd
Rt':!i‘(f“(aa\‘.'u._ i;:Hi'
i llerswblhonedo
s iver hae b
the conutiy, md 0
VCm e e e

Dt ween Fern !
civnred weihd oo
et By thie noa

openvd o the

river [ike e Ty

Hhe Bivdiest purions,

Fhere finve been
amib us perinenad
Bndeon andone, b
al

Tho weehboned

(o b o poetd

fornd thronshom




: tlr‘i!”! el frotd o

R RN R AR T A A

oo e Best vl

cepeem iy waited b
Aonrese b, althenel
fe The prinersd

thiree radees, wieds

cran iy this dis=triet,

vl Tae s vear

i I Tty ER
T T ETTA FH U TS

! A !

Einel i b t
il “E >‘L A ! I
i iua:lga. i 1R
bt sheoven by

{
digsned throoeh e

i ! il
el baier sminie e

PEoiats e ;.(a'.\wi" it

iy et i;\“ il

dio Laal {o et

I‘Q:l'rn;r-.\"i!?tﬁ TRRTIE
e e paied it
it qoinech fewer
I R N e R AR

SRS FIR o aved thie

Tinte salbbe af wihieh
Snteeod eendor, agul
eope o bt b
camrpe o operation,

sbowiths Fate ondpi,

e Do extensively

fev ol 10 howes fnhor

T,
Frs

T There aee

swithe nogoeobinge hong gs considered o good day’™ ol
Voo 20 hoats worlong thereosand the five Batton fuctories uee the
sholls of the Joenhiny, Meredosin bas abont 30 men working on the
foeal bods, producing datly 200 to 500 pounds per man. There were
aboith GO tons of ;_ruml shells ot the {we bation factories and in (he
Bands of Boeal buyverss A Peard there are abont 30 men at work
on the nrseel beds, nnd 1o to P2 eavlouwds of <hels hove boen IQ‘;:H;(‘;‘;‘:!
this venrs Three yenrs ago here were 300 hoate shelliug af this place,
Dt the condifions have <o ehanged that some of the loeal butten fae-
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ewoare pnxions fov new lervitory,

i
The peari and stoes forrut ar Beardstown and Mervedosta, o well
as ni other places i this streteh, ave sdlicient to e worls even

alter shelline has consed 1o be profitalide.

Prone helow the Tocks (the Jast o the viver) of Wanpeville 1o

v Phe et h ot fiention, o JDstance of S0 e Dhe ] coan

ave e bedrersand the piver ovich g creator goantifies of

Pl i any o porDien ., exeendshy

ceeore s hant D boais ol oworlo wizh

gtk of shells per nmne Fhe =hetis

ek oy The pper portions of the vivers bl ek sua e

e Do b distinesively o bloessoine washboaed, amd pinnies
Borelr etvers mnd Uheeonditions of the bottom, the crvente aad e
veneral clmraeter of the viver arve well =uited o the arowih and
developent of these speeies. These shollsare fonnd iy oreater ause
Cities tha arve sl the other commereinl Kinds combined, From ihe
apper lidls ol shotl production to Beaedstown the shells are of the
size vty fonnd i other vivers of the Misassippt basdng bot below
Bomrdetown, paetieularty o the Toaedin slisieiet, they nre nineh
sz Hers althongh the guality s as good 1 nol better,

Tl iver e oo the o=l productive stramm per aile of wey i
{he conntry, and 1 has been relinbly stated that only twe or (e
years o wore than 2800 boats were encaged i the mussel fshery
befween Porooand fienfton, Tt appears that the fotal nomber now
cugnzed wonld not exeved 100, and even s numbey i favoeby e
tatned by he new dip-net method in use ot Peorin and the new fleld
apencd up s the Tower district. oy fishiog to be prolitable g
river filie the filmos where the sholls are not of the kind (o connnand
the highest priees, the vield must be reladively abundune,

THE IMIORTANT BHELLA,

There Bave been secorded 63 species of mssels Trom (e (T nods
and s privehal trthataviess About #0 of these are snitable for
bution makine, althovel only 5 or G arve fomed in suflicient quaniiies
{o he of practical worth,

The washiboard  (QGuedrule Zeres) s the most common speeies
found throughout the entire viver, o (he upper portions # is Inewe
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el afion prael spotted, Bt i ond Dastan shedlo et

Do dower ball of e river, swhere it vsnneh
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Doaior, pod ofton ontirely Dree from spots Ve : el B
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o Popra e fafver ol malke guad b= s o b
i ook s nilowest foomntiee,

Tl bive noind {0 aed paden s vebeidery Tovery plinneinn, i
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e tiable shedl

Plie thipeearidon (6 ieenit el }:/H'(H’H} s el Jess abndnnd gl

co vidaehle oo the whoves W0 el more conves. heavier st
Lo lie, pesd Tenves more waste a {Ter the blanks are cnt,

Tl prnpiedack {eraid il preestulisery i coniatdered aoovod bintonr
Wit 10 e often ehreed next Lo thie ndegerhend, alihronigt 10 1= dhen
Al the Gps, aand inold specimens very heavy at the Deals,

The piotoe (Chead el deigponn) i found skl quantiiles ool
of the nnesel heds. 1= snally smadl but s oo good batton shetl,

The niggerhoend (GQoad el ehenery 15 very rare inthe Pinois Biver
fay fhe wpper poriians only o or three examples ave found sna ton,
but i the Jower thivd the monher may s as gl ws o to 3 per
coni. Phie, of ail freshowater shells, s ihe bost for hutfons. s
fornerty abundant o many beds in the THinois, but s now prach-
eally extinet,

The wnekets (Lo puilis Ligaentine and Dnfeola) cocny in sl
guatidities (hroughont the entive viver, hatoare more plentiful in
Pooria Lake than eleewhere, They ave wamly smaller and thinner
Phan hose of the Wankakee and Fox Rivers, bt ave vegarded e first-
elase conmeveis] shells and compmnd @ good priee,

The vellow sandeshell (Lo psilin anod vl vidiesy i fornd soaringly
ab Che different eanps, but i Diely abundanl i the Thardin disiet
where 16 ds in suflicient guaniity o be sorted ont and sold sepneately
at an advanced price. It s cmployed generatly in the mamifactore
of noveltion

The slongh ssodeshell (Lampsilis Fflaciose) e found i con-
sidernble guantity, particnlasly along shores having wnd banks and
slow cenrrents. In Peorin Lake the shells ave beantifully vayedand
when of suflicient size sud (hickness ave elassed with the vellow wnd-
shotl,

Phe ladvtinger, or spikesholl (Hnio giblbosis), s not now o com-
merciad sheil untess i be white, which is seldom, 1t oveurs W geab

st des riong the piver, some Heds having o very Javge pereeidage,
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Ad Bterodaain there fs o debvoway Tending from the viver fo the hank

alirve which is eavered with about 60 tons of (hese shiells. 1 o be

honed that o method will be devised whereby (his shell ean be ased
I %y

arped w denned erented for it
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